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Update: 
 It has been a horrible eight weeks – 

David, our room mate, friend of many 

years and owner of the house was in 

and out of the hospital, then passed 

away Aug. 12. 

  When he was home, I had to 

administer IV antibiotics every 8 

hours, which meant I rarely got more 

than 5 hours sleep in a row. 

  The last month since his death has 

been cleaning his room (he was a 

hoarder and the room was knee high 

in junk/ garbage and dirty clothes. 

 After that was done, friends came 

over and basically sterilized the carpet 

and sealed and repainted the walls.  

 David also was a procrastinator, and 

never got a new will signed.  

Luckily his parents both knew his 

wishes and Kyle and I can continue 

living in the house as long as we pay 

the taxes and utilities.  

 This may be a stretch for us once the 

house changes title and is re-assessed 

for the first time in 40 years, but we 

think we can make it. 

 

Mark your Calendar – the Sheppard 
Garden and Arts Center is holding its fall 
Sale on Oct 1&2. 
 All the garden clubs will be selling, 
including the Perennial Plant Club and 
the Begonia Society. 
 Since I am in charge of the Begonia 
Booth, I will be splitting it between 
Begonias and Perennials etc. that I have 
left. 

 

 

Cyclamen hederafolium is a woodland 

species that is normally fall (about 

now) blooming, though a couple of 
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mine in the ground have bloomed 

erratically all summer this year, I think 

the up and down temps have had a lot 

to do with it. 

 I have several 4” pots starting to 

bloom of this species if you want to 

get any. 

October is not a typically “Fall” 

month for us: 

  October thought of as fall, and the leaves 

may start turning, but many things are 

blooming and growing, and will be through 

November or later, depending on weather. 

 Many Salvias, species Cyclamen, Nerines 

and other fall bloomers are blooming now 

or soon will be, with the winter bloomers 

not far behind!  

 It is time to prepare for winter though, with 

our first frosts possible later in the month, 

though next month is more probable.  

 Make sure frost protection materials are in 

a handy location, dirty frost cloth should be 

rinsed or washed and dried, then stored in a 

convenient location.  

If you are using the old C7 or C9 

incandescent Christmas lights for frost 

protection, get the out and check for worn 

wires and burnt out or broken bulbs before 

stringing among your plants.  

 One last feeding in early October (unless 

you’re at higher elevations) will send things 

into winter fed and not starved, which can 

help winter hardiness.  It will also give a 

boost to those things still growing and 

budding for a fall burst of color. 

 Remember now is the time to plant spring 

blooming bulbs like Daffodils, Crocus etc.  

Also it is a good time to plant hardy 

perennials and shrubs, as the longer night, 

cooling temps and eventual rain will help 

them root in for next years’ growth and hot 

weather’ 

 Remember I’ll be bringing some perennials 

to add to the Begonias in the club booth, so 

hope to see some of you at the Sale this 

coming weekend at The Garden and Arts 

Center.  The Perennial Plant club will also be 

selling plants, as will many other groups. 

 I’m sorry this is short, but I trying to get 

back to normal life after everything, but 

hasn’t been easy.  I lost several hundred 

dollars in rare Begonias due to lack of 

attention during it all, and getting 

concentration and ambition back as been 

slow. 

 Hopefully soon though!  


